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Meager - *1 sr <pw / ^pss 

Penalties - *ft%/ wlpPlPt 

Non-bailable - W!%PP ’SfWtPJ 

Intoxicated - CPPtgfg; 

Safety experts - fctwl 

Imposed -wrar-dp ^spi 

Practitioners - ^jfl^PPP# 

Harsher punishment -<pg$>Is '*111% 

Reckless - CPPCPlPt 

Offence - 

Lobbyists - PtPt wests ’^rf^P CP sfot^o PCS 

Legislation - ^rftp 

Superseding - wises CPGP 

Provision for punishment - *ftfe TPPF 

Aspects - Ipp 

Severe injuries - PTPT#P ^sl^s 

Fit the crime - ^IPPICPS PPtP *111% 


Draft of Road Transport Act=Pi5P5 wtTews -sf^l 1 


Lacks tough stance on fatal accidents=^n^*il5c'® <RJfwra w»[<r effPPWP 5 pPthTRl pbp 1 


The Cabinet has approved the draft of Road Transport Act 2017 on March 27. = Preull ^rraTP 
pfbT«t ifRT ^JEsrtPP I 

It requires education of up to at least eighth grade for getting a driving licence and up to fifth 
grade to work as a helper. = ^ ^srftp Pl^cww CPlRs csfft PiSttT'ftPt 

PWtP 'Q C^tP Tt ^Tt^twtf W <2# PWtP I 

Penalties ranging from one to three months' jail and Tk 5,000 - Tk 35,000 fine for being 
intoxicated or using mobile phone while driving and driving on the wrong side of the road have 
also been imposed. ^TTC^t Pt WteTM (7T®M ^Tt W CP*Tt£|<5 ^c®T Tf 

pssit wp Tifjs mtip aooo-vsooo ^ 1%ppm c$ttpp *rt1% 1 

The draft law includes harsher punishments for many other driving offences.= wijR 

While we welcome this proposed piece of legislation, it is quite disturbing that it does not 
include a provision for punishment for fatal accidents or accidents that cause severe injuries. 
=P*IP ^ WttPW TfT® WtPTCPtP «tfP3»«lfp PCP WtlP CT- 2fmm Pt CT TjPiJpt ©CPt 

PlPfPIP <oo1*0o« PTiJP ^ CP'SMtP 'SrPT CPtP ^ WtttP ^TS^% PPTt ^ Ip-Pt P'fejt CPMCPCW/RsfepS i£F#f 
IpPP I 
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The highest punishment for fatal road accidents remains the same: a meagre three-year jail 
sentence. ijsrfcrfa WW'Q CTt 44^ *ft1% 4TC4<1 (M^\ ^ i 

The government has also not changed the sentence to a non-bailable offence despite protests by 
road safety experts and practitioners. =4^ w^s <nfe <s tc*lwra #s<ri^ wlftc*i<i 

wtnj *rtfej Writ's i 

As per the most recent statistics, up until March 27, there have been as many as 428 deaths in 46 
days due to road accidents. '$C=Tt3 %<<! 4*1% 8^ ftc*i$, 

^31^ *R4W 8^V ^5 | 

Bangladesh also has one of the highest death rates in the world due to road crashes. = 

1# 4*fel <1Z?R^ I 

Why then has tougher punishment for killing due to reckless driving - the most serious offence - 
not been included in the draft law? Trfss '5tfci ^447314 ^ W447314 

*tt% c^sf int -tpr® «r%4 <p?rt ^t ft? 

Is this a case of interests of transport sector lobbyists superseding those of the public?=^T4 ^77 
(TF 4ftl3I C?R;4 ft^fcrft <?Ttft5$ ftM C ^ 4^#® 4^) 0 ^ <r¥t<I C4H4 WT4 44 CS t 

The government should look into these aspects of the draft law keeping in mind that the 
punishment, at all times, must fit the crime. = > i<i > r*ici W447314 4414 41% C44t4 C4i;4 44ft 

wrft4<T ftw 3H<<HC<1<1 4W4 fttft, I 

31 March 2017 ( Business): 
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Implement - 4T®4t44 
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1 jChincse bank opens 6 Grameen-style branches, 
ijffat ^ wft sftft 4 447441 ^ f *rt^rr i 




A Chinese bank in collaboration with Grameen China has opened six branches in the country's 
Henan province which will follow the microcredit model of Grameen Bank. 

0 Sflffa 5t?Rt *TWt (R#T S|tfM ’f® 

■sR^f ^pracf w i 

3) Nobel Laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus attended the launch as the chief guest on February 26. 

twit cw?rtfe ^ ^ Rctc<i c^rt^FTHt 

<K«fi5>C*H I 

4) Zhongyuan Bank and Grameen China have teamed up to provide financial services to the rural 
poor of the province, Yunus Centre said in a statement yesterday. = 

8)«t«#I ^ t^pT (7T%I RFtR* Sftftn ypRf RTtR* csffB- (M^ life ■sr:^ 

«rt1^% c*Rt 2RiR?ra W fet I 

5) Zhongyuan Bank is a new bank in Henan that was created in 2014. Last year it posted a profit 
of $3 billion, according to the statements 

c-)4t; 1^1® ^prR^ptt^rFt <nt!R5 rars ^ ^ oi8 2RM*t pc?iIVi \^s ^ 4& « 

'^rhFt ^t% i 

6) The bank, which will provide the loan capital and bear the operational expenses of the new 
initiative, invited Prof Yunus to its headquarters at Zhengzhou in Henan to meet with the top 
officials of the bank and discuss about the collaborations 

'5s)*T i 5 i T ^ sRTtwtft 'Q 4^5 ^r# RrtR# %r" *bffera rRN rTOgs?t 

ww 'Q wRt*fl®R fer wR^rtwt wn srpfr t^pf (R 5 ^ sfRP i 

7) Grameen China will implement the initiatives 
s)sjifp ~5\m RttR 5 ^ rpsrph w i 

8) The opening ceremony was addressed by the secretary of Henan provincial government and 
the bank's chairman in presence of about 250 dignitariess 

tr) P£o W\ <R® (RpR <4iW%R >l<t<HC<t<t R#f 'Q RTtsRRR ^WR 

^cq% i 

9) Earlier, the Nobel laureate and his delegation were received by Xie Fuzhan, secretary of the 
Communist Party of China in the province, at the party office in Zhengzhou. = 

ts) sf«k5T, sRRIRR §R1 Rt#R ■sift PPMIW 

Xie Fuzhan (Rksfs Rtf ^tlwr <rrrr twit t^pf « vsR ^ <ra i 


10)Fuzhan said he was delighted to see the collaboration between Zhongyuan Bank and 
Grameen Chinas 



io)Fuzhan RftR Zhongyuan Bank « i Grameen China totoR Rrattot wft to *m toto i 


1 l)He thanked Yunus for his work on behalf of the poor around the world, and especially for his 
efforts aimed at supporting the poverty alleviation initiative in China.= 

11) to (ft toRtR WlRft Rftt Rto tofttfft tot 5 W toft toJ tot toft to toRft WtRtR toft 

Rife Tjfttotft toTtRW '3T5T^f% ftRft totft toJ I 

12) He said Prof Yunus and his work and philosophy are well-known and admired throughout 
China.= 

yt)to toR toto t^pi to to to? 's r<r to i 

13) Fuzhan pledged his support for the programme and introduced Yunus to the senior members 
of the party who, he said, would be at the economist's disposal for any help to run the 
microcredit activities.= 

^)Fuzhan w rr<r wtto to wftto mpr toR Rtft w 

toft <rr ft, to toR toto ’fRto toto totoiRft <ratot totftft tofttoR toRto torf% 1 


1 April 2017 ( Editorial): 


Refused - toTlftflR tot 

Scourge -Rli^/ 

Demonstrate - toto to 

Taboo -Ifto 

Applause - RftRR/ 

Landscape - ipfftlJ 

Combat - 

Indeed - etftoftl 5 


International Women of Courage Award= ^toswfto Rftft Rift , 2toft 1 
We need more girls like Sharmin= tofRto R's CRft tortftft toRt WB 1 

Sharmin was 15 when she, like thousands of other girls her age in rural Bangladesh was married 
off by her parents. tolftlftftft SftR 'RRsto toft toft CRftR RS tolRR R*lR Rtoft fttftot ^*IR to to! 
Rt toFto <RR 1 

She was to marry a man who was old enough to be her father but she took a stand and refused. = 
top to cto toto to to ■yrrc^ to w to to to toft era's to, to ft ^ tora tow fttto 
to Sc^to toi to tt w toiftoi ^wto 1 

She is one of twelve women who are recipients of this year's International Women of Courage 
Award. = 4 Rtoft toatoto Rtto Rift ’Jslto to ^ to Rtfft RftT ft toto 1 




This award has been given to 100 women in 60 countries since it was launched in 2007. =^ 00 ^ 

?TtC*T 4? (TOIt ^ 'Jso f ioo W\ ^Ttft <2Wt?I C^tt ^31^ I 


We join in the applause Sharmin has received internationally for showing strength of character 
and raising her head high in refusing to marry before reaching adulthood, and in that, has 
demonstrated that girls her age do have a voice in deciding their fate when it comes to combating 
child marriage .= ^ 'Q stT$ ^3T 

^ *it#r ct wtwtl^ sRn (3ttTr^f CTt er*l??Tt3t wmt's ^ ^ wu ^ 

^ 2pr*f^ ^ CT W (3R3R^ fetGriJ 

1 

It is voices like Sharmin's that are needed to fight the scourge of child marriage in Bangladesh. 

We have laws to combat child marriage but sadly most are not implemented. =Tl e uR^K 
WMOT WR?, 1%1 WWRSff I 

That Sharmin dreams of growing up to be a lawyer to champion the right of other girls and fight 
this taboo of a tradition of early and forced marriage gives us hope.= W 

%>R<I fifths <!R<T 'Q <It*ITTs %FG?i ^sft; ^1^ CT W?t 

^R*!7 *Ri5 ^OoFs. ^tR® ^rtSRIt 'STWtH® I 

Yes, she may be a lone voice in our landscape, but today Sharmin is a role model for other 
underage girls in our country; yes, there is hope and not all is lost, if she could do it others can 
too. = 3Jt,^rtWW ^5 (FK*\ i£RW FiG'fa WttHS (3R?R^ WV 

»rt¥^R WKf Wt ^rt?t 1%ft; ^tfcl ^Tt3f ^MR® -=tfra ®T5Rn 

'5RTl 7 U HfQ <MG® , ’ffra I 

We wish Sharmin the best for the future and hope that she will indeed grow up to fulfil her 
dream of becoming a lawyer and an advocate for girls' rights in our society. = «M 

<R^t <!# ^ ’JsR *Rst <7t i#tt3t 'Q WWGr?! ?RRSBl (3R3R^ 

Wt?r i£RS$R ^ ^TMt ¥tf*l I 

2 April 2017 ( Politics): 

One genocide, one telegram, and two opportunists^^# 5 t c t^5Jt,'*R# cTFRIW-s ’jmRsRlT 1 
[Sharif Mahmud] 

DACCA University Quarter 24, March 25, 1971, Midnight: Professor Abdur Razzak of the 
International Relations Department of Dacca University lived on the first floor of Building 24 



between the flats of Professor ANM Muniruzzamanon on the top floor and Professor Jyotirmoy 
Guhathakurtaon on the ground floor. = 


^8 41 14%?. m ^4144 ®ft4 ®f4Jl445 4 44 44 4l445$ft4R44 'Q l4b®=1t4 ®f4Jl445 C®fJt%sf% '8ft4®1 4 IFJttfo 
44Jfttft4 <444 ®ft4 4t4Rbs4 ftftt «llWlfs4 I4®ttft4 ®r4TM4s 4l%F®ft4t4 I 

At midnight the military broke into Prof Moniruzzaman's apartment; they dragged him down the 
stairs, bayoneted him, and finally exterminated him -shooting at point-blank range. =44T4lC® 
ftftftft ^4TM45 4144^14^44 4Tf3t4F5 ( ^rattl) Wl4pil4®tW ft4l ftm,ft4l ftlbF ftfe ftC4 C^4 ^TO5 
fe 4 ita fe ®rtft® wt 44? ft 4 t*Rm 4414I4 4 Rm wi wt i 

And then, in a cold-blooded spree his son, his brother, and his nephew were shot. = ®1444 
^I4ftt4 'STpoSTtf^ C® ®1<Tt 4^ Wl4,®tt 44? ftftt44 C4 '©ft 4R4 ftstf 4414 I 

The military broke into Prof Guhathakurta's house, dragged him outside of the building, and 
asked him his name and his religion, before shooting him. =l4ftT>1l4 4tftft ft4l 5-44r44T®14 

4ftt4,ftI45 1^%° (<Rf 4%<T CBW ft&C4 fet <4t4I4t 44? ©ft 44^ <5TRft ®|4 4t4,44" fcsi4 4R4 144 I 

San Clemente, California, March 31, 1971, Noon: CIA officer Mr. David Blee was giving a 
rundown to the President's Assistant for National Security Affairs, Henry A. Kissinger, on the 
East Pakistan situation at the Senior Review Group Meeting. The conversation went thus:=4l4 
<^C4fa,4ftftWtl4%t, 4ft" ftqfolftft 4©#4 WlftTft4t 4®t4 ft wit 4 4ftwf 05%S H ^ 

14444 44# feN't ftfe<44 4t|4ft4 Wl®ft Sflwft 14444 ftftRt# <ft4l4 ftft@?t4 (4 I®1ft4ft4l 

It i£T»fC4 b'lft'l: 

Kissinger: “Did they kill Professor Razzak? He was one of my students., =l4ft®t4:4t4t ft 4411 44 
?[W4 C4 ftstf 4mm? C4 ®Tt4l4 44 5 ®f4 ft4 I 

Blee: “I think so. They killed a lot of people at the university., ,= thrift ®1^ 44 4# i ®T41 ft^R^Jh^ 
44 W44 4ft4 (4 ftstf 4mm I 

Kissinger: “They didn’t dominate 400 million Indians all those years by being gentle. „= 
ftfts?t4Rftt; ft4® 4^4 ©ftTft® ®f4l W ft4 8oo ftftTH ftS4l4 44 ^44 4C4l*t I 

No, they couldn't kill Professor Razzak. Mr. Razzak, mentored by Dr. Kissinger at Harvard, 
somehow managed to escape the onslaughts 41,4141 ©PRM4 5 4 ftstt 4 C4 4T4lft 4ft44t ift:4l^tt45 ftftfts 
<5:ftfts?R44 44tft*f 4t4t ft ft® 4ft$14 4jft,«'»lM$ (ftft ^ 44 ft® Oftft CT 4MC4^ I 



3 April 2017 ( Opinion): 
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Conferred - eRW IsIr® RR1 
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Gradually - %R ffR 

Emphasise - c®tR CR3TTt/ 'SR^i 
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Gender parity - RRRt 


45 YEARS OF CANADA-BANGLADESH RELATIONS = RlRfst RKRPRR trrrr 8 <t I 

Progress made and potentials unexplored=2ptf% TsH wra MW i 

During the war of liberation of Bangladesh, a Canadian parliamentary delegation was sent to 
India to witness the plight of Bangladeshis fleeing the war-tom country in 1971. 

^ wrMcR cskr* tferfa wtsR c ^ TT*ft cr4R 

ww RHTiR 7 rt° 7 r%j i 

The situation of the refugees and their number were reported to the government of late Canadian 
Premier Pierre Trudeau, which led to increased financial assistance and humanitarian support in 
West Bengal and the then East Pakistan borders. = (FRf wgl <• 7R4XR s|R>c<i ^r*i Tt^llRl 
effsR >W<HC« 'Q ^ <1lR>«l0R 'SMFs 

's rrRr rto flwt i 

Canada also was one of the first western countries to recognise Bangladesh as a sovereign state 
on February 14, 1972. The Late Pierre Trudeau was posthumously conferred the Friends of 
Liberation War Honour award by Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on September 16, 
2016.=4^twt i8 os ^Ttw*f <r i£R# RRtsfa Rt| %>iw ^<j# <R?rR ’tf’wt 

(R^RTR "srcsct RtRtwfl; % oRj'iR i eRR §c®T RRR ^ t RtlRtTM*R afstmft C*N ^Rt 

^%RTRR Rf RRRRt ’fPR TR l 




In the early post-war years, the support of Canada was limited to reconstruction and 
rehabilitation and gradually moved into good governance, primary education, health, agriculture, 
environmental sustainability and women's empowerment. = 

'Q ^ to ftra ^t?rsT ^rt fff , 

'Q *nflt i 

Both countries have since then established robust bilateral ties based on mutual core values of 
democracy and diversity. = 'S c,<pc§1m I'sfsc® tSwt orc*ti 'src s ^T 

*ife*rtft i 

The Government of Canada confirmed Bangladesh as a country of focus in South Asia in 2014. 
=TPTf5t Wl^ ^,oi8 ^fl: TtlTtCT*! tRh I 

The decision was based on Bangladesh's ability to effectively utilise development 
assistance. =t§s^R T7CW srbtfa <&m TtlTtCTPt ^Wt <M4 ^ Ifwt® 

fettr i 

In 2014-2015, Canada provided bilateral aid worth up to USD 70.32 million. =^oi8-i(t c ® 80 . 03 , 
m 'Q c#f RcmI^ Tt ^4 wt i 

4 April 2017 ( Opinion): 


Rethinking - < 1,1 fi cidiI 
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Rethinking history education= tfs^R 'pkHFn i 


[ Illustration(fe c f/<T ? lT[): Paul Bateman] 




[Moyukh Mahtab] 


It would be superfluous to repeat here the details of the mass killings and systematic sexual 
violence committed by the Pakistani military on Bangladeshis in 1971. = ' 3 TfC®T ’frFRJPT 

CT 'I'lwf 'S (PlW 

■*rfw i 

Accounts by journalists, diplomats, and those who participated in the war preserve much of the 
horrors, and subsequent research has only added to the strong case of calling the events a 
genocide. = 3 TlPlfT^ 0 t 3 'S 1^ 3 TU'SC 5 TtP» 'Q ^o«,*|?re'§T 

CT ?R#sps CTO^rfl: CTN ^ WPlTtl^© «« I 

And yet, many Pakistanis today suffer from a historical amnesia when it comes to 1971. Why 
this denial of history after almost 50 years ?=^° -rra wPRPf nr^rfh Tffe^rpRs 

isftn (to ’fc^'8 ^fppf wfPj# ? 

Every nation has to deal with its past; the ways in which they do differ. wife w®k^sl 

CT ’tlPl '®fal I 

Take the contrast between Germany's strict laws regarding Holocaust denial and Turkey's stance 
in denying the Armenian genocide - where one tried to learn from its shameful past, the other, 
lives in an alternate reality. = ^Tb’R 5 WPffi^ fcojlf « ’srtwfell 

^ ^\<p<a wfhs c«lw igfRrm 

Cb^t (PPTtPt ^ 9 t^“ ^Pf <K3 i^R 5 ® R<P?I ^1'QJ-qvom I 

In the case of Pakistan, the distortion and indoctrination of history starts with its school level 
history educations 9 nR>'3lOH cn^-PPllPT Iwl^ra ’Rffera f*W fp# 'S 

i s?f i 

School students in Pakistan today are taught to blame Awami League and India for the violence; 
the principal victims are shown to be Urdu-speaking non-Bengalis. =WfWC^ Tllsalc*^ IwPra Ttft 
opt ct wv Ttft ^rt'STnft#^ « tferrt, 2t*rtP 1*l^m oHtM p 

c^ 5 i 

One Scroll.in article this March, citing this distorted history, pointed to the Class 9 and Class 10 
Pakistan Studies textbook of the Federal Textbook Board of Islamabad. =0WP<Pf c5w> ps ^ 
gp^ Tll4'SlW< P^PT rppT 6£t%J 

^ ^rtb'c^ fe i£R# ^ 1^® tf^Pf 4«tPT 1^5:- 



It reads: “Indians and Bengalis charged Pakistan Anny with wholesale massacre and desecration 
of women. fit <W 'S fTt®t%rt ’Ttfetlh 'S ^rtf to 

i 

On December 19, 1971, world media teams were shown the dead bodies of Bengali professors, 
intellectuals and professionals who were allegedly killed during the said unrest.= ^ 

cw 's o ^ ^#?rt wrc?t 

ffM 'olfo^'otw ^ *ttlfl5>«1 WlTuJ I 

Large-scale killings were publicized in the media to defame Pakistan Army.,,=' 9 f#'$Pf (TRRWiT (TP 
fjjm ^sil^ ^rntwi sfm ^t 1 

In school, a common joke, when studying the history, was asking which facts were correct for 
that particular year: they changed every time governments changed.= ^#RI zpre ^f<ifb i 

®prMt fr^ tfen <nstt*n ^ few tfe ct £ ^ ts^rt '©w tUkf % : ®mt 

sitwwm ^cn% 1 

It seems less funny now when one thinks of the student who would grow up with a distrust of a 
subject where facts did not matter=4h fJWR W’fft ftc*t ^ fpspf fi^3t CT t*T® (RC® 

^15 R*i«r c^5 ihra cfNtc*t fr®j c^hi w 1 

For this student, the purpose of studying history is to aggregate the acceptable facts, remember 
certain dates and names, and regurgitate the events and interpretations as the writer of the 
textbook seemed fit .= fetffe $W“tJ ffffe fTht 1%g 3fc e KRt*tJ ^ <RTt,1%g 

®#*f fRTf ?TNt ^ (TWRRt C*T®W fRFf <ra (Tit ftfhstrrm 'S 'SC=TR -^gih^s fRTt I 


Canada's development projects in Bangladesh endeavour to create opportunities for children and 
youth and to encourage sustainable economic growth. 5 si?m afw 

ferm 0 ^ wv fjwbt ^ 'aiMaw 1 


Gender equality, environmental sustainability, and good governance are emphasised in major 
initiatives. =2f*rH '©tTTR fRW ^ fp'IWTR ^ 1 



Canada supports development in education, health, and economic growth. =^W5t 'S 


The programmes encourage Bangladesh to focus efforts on improving the quality of education 
through increased access and gender parity. WW'frfwra 'S frs? ^rwr WW3 'stfwt 

' 5 hc*i !ti«jc*s WsWtOT'ff s|ct>' 2 lc<t 5 OT?l i 

5 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Looking into the future of Asia--#r?rra »f<r<-iK.*<i wtp ^H'W® i 

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), based in Beijing, has agreed to provide 
Bangladesh loans worth USD 60 million to address its gas supply deficit. =G<itfe° folw 

t j ra f t%w!<j wt wit ft) Trm wmte. wui Wswtwt*! 

^rft?ra *w Ipf® Wgfft i 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is also a co-financier to the project and had already 
approved a USD 167 million loan back in November 2016, to Bangladesh, to boost its natural 
gas production and expand transmission infrastructure. =^f*hrU W$ 3 s ( 4 ® 1 t )'3 4 ? sk-w 

wft ^ wwfttwlT® 

WW ttfaNW T® rn Wl^T I 

In a press release, the AIIB said that the fund is meant to help Bangladesh's Natural Gas 
Infrastructure and Efficiency Improvement Project as gas shortages would “eventually impact 
Bangladesh's energy security and constrain the nation's economic growth,,. o® 4 

Wit ft CT 4t Wl$f% ^Tl TrflTra WW^iftW 'Q W®t &KIOI ^twtwfl 2fW 

Trpr W®t C*N WPTlft fet-Tsm CTO WR WttSfS 

w I 

At a time when much has been made, both in terms of policy and rhetoric, of a potential gas 
crisis that may hit the country, it is very welcome news for Bangladesh, one would assume. =R 
<451 wpR TPTW CT Oil*! WPR ^wfw®t fe •ji^lf® 'Q ■^U®" 4t 

RWl RlWDRR ^SPP i£R# ’RTlP I 

But the loan is also significant because of another reason — it marks the total amount of loan 
issued by the AIIB crossing the USD 2 billion threshold. = 4? *R wra-s wttr - 

4 Wt Wt ft '3|«jtv||ft's ^t (Wt ^ ^Tt<J R C#f 1 

Bangladesh has already been a recipient of some of that.= i£ra WJ*fI £fW®l 

1 



Back in June 2016, the AIIB approved a loan worth USD 66 million or Tk. 517 crore for two 
power distribution projects to help improve transmission lines in the country. =£'TC*f ¥MR?t3 
ww ^ $ wit «rH; ft srki ^t <m c^tf km 

Guided by Jin Liquan — with his extensive experience working for the World Bank (WB) and 
the ADB — as President, some of the first loans approved by the AIIB last year included a USD 
216.5 million loan for a National Slum Upgrading Project in Indonesia, a USD 27.5 million loan 
for the Dushanabe-Uzbekist and Border Road Improvement Project in Tajikistan and a USD 100 
million for the Shorkot-Khanewal Section of National Motorway M-4 in Pakistan. =m‘ WflTR] 
T§t?r ' s ftc>ic<i irtftij TMwtft Hr m 

#Mi ft ftg srwft^ wfikr ^1% 

emw 'Srt « %rffl wr 

ftfttrn ^rtftsft ts*rl<t wffk csriks msm ^-8 m mtw-mwTtM IftskTa ww ioo ftftrtH 

'5=Tt3 i 

Just last week, 13 new prospective members were approved to join the bank as well, bringing the 
total approved memberships to 70 states.=Wlk so It mffTt ^ft3f 

R$R3^ TTtm fe CPfTTt ^Tt efWtftfa >5 It ^ WIJ GRR^R I 

While the AIIB has been growing its influence, some fear the growing Chinese influence in the 
Asia-Pacific region with it. Wft Wlk It ^ RRpptk ' 3 TTC«t ^ 'R s tRR ^#fTTt 

c'lftrfps fkmj ^tft% i 

They are not completely wrong in the sense that China has actively been looking to increase its 
influence in the region. = fftt CT ^ afoN ‘TtwRGs '®Rt CT “kGatkft ^ra 

mp 4 m*rt mrt ^rm R i 

But the real reason why, is because China is trying to get other Asian and Euro Asian countries 
onboard its vision for the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) stretching across Eurasia. =ftl wto mmt 
fts,mmT mmt fir cstt mtG®p 'sttu 'sttU g=trs rrn 4%r GRt 's 4%r Gi*t rrn 
ftra ^'SwRrrt ft^s \ 

And a most important reason for the creation of the AIIB was to fund development projects that 
would help turn that vision into reality, as explained previously by the Russian and Chinese 
Presidents. = ^ <s\ wtt ft ^ft?t <r|<r siwt^ ^=1 ’iftwtt <?R 

msw ■=ift < Ts mtf frtTt - tr <#hrt 'Q ffot? «rkTI: wt i 



One of the countries that have been a little sceptical about all of this is India, where Prime 
Minister Hasina is scheduled to visit soon.=^^ ' 5 R: s tJ CT'SM •sgsigs' ®T3 

■sr;^ wmy ^rf tfert ct*ITr 1*1*1% sfstmfr c*N ^r!<j i 


It is no secret that India and China are vying to increase their respective influences in both their 
immediate neighbourhoods and region. =4ft C’tb’R <RtRT 1%^ U CT ffenr 'S fht 
2|I%G<I %'SC s llC'® 'S '8t e llt'o ®tm fifaH <MG® 2(!%WtfTst ‘P'lWC^ I 


7 April 2017 ( Editorial): 


Preached - efslR® 

Denied - R#f® 

Heartened - ^RtH® 

Conflict - ^ 

Stretch - 1%f® <Rtf 

Egalitarianism - RRRrWRRRR 

Communique - 

Unsustainable - ®il 3 j®%T®l 

Overwhelming - 'jR’k/ 2RR 

Trend - sUTR 

Captive - R# 

Precisely - 

Transparency - RR®I 

Moral obligation - c-ii®<p 

Massive surges - 2|®tR/ cu% 

Shortcomings - 'STM 

Surges - cc% 

Initial building-block - efMfsR 5 ?Rra® 


136th IPU Conferenced^ ®^( »k.hi®h i 


Practise what you have preached=R 2(T5T§i® R.R.s? ®ft wf i 

We are happy that Bangladesh successfully hosted one of the largest gatherings of 
parliamentarians through the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and are heartened by some of the 
very positive messages that came out of the conference^ RRR ^[Rlc-J-ClfRiF (R3 

^rjrsi wbra *irr ®rPRt ^ 

W C^#g$i%<1lb4Rt%1 < Tf'S?rt?r WtRRt 'STHtR® I 

But to think that holding the IPU conference in Dhaka is a reflection of the confidence of the 
international community in our democracy would be to stretch it too far.= RRITI wftRffe® RT R US 
WWORl 2(1% «rtwt^5 vj^c=1<t WlwNlW 2(1%WT Rt 45 ('olNR^rn) cr wrcR 

wRr rRrhr w i 

Out of the several key points mentioned in the IPU communique, one of major relevance remains 
the overwhelming influence of money in politics, to which, politics in Bangladesh and other 
countries have become captive.= 4R RRRSCRtR RlRf ®rt®r apffa 




r <trr RiRRRft o s ^rhr efaR, rItR r;*it RiRrprr rrrt r^srir 

<trr 1 

When politics centres so much on money, it itself obviously becomes a tool for making more 
money through all means necessary. =*i*R Rf*f «r«T RRR tg-RR «r«T 

$*tfsR wn ^fsit ^r i#sin i£R# ri 1 

The end result being any lack of political accountability and transparency accompanied with 
massive surges in cormption, such as that we currently see all over.=iR rftSTtl rrR 

rrs R?Rwt 'Q wsi^ ^fsc's af«R rR «rmt wrr wto 0# 1 1 

National interest, meanwhile, is hampered. Individual rights are all but ignored and collectively 
denied .= wftR RtRsfs 1 RsfeTa rIwR sftn ^ RNifwtR wft^s 1 

State institutions are, moreover, hijacked by special interests to serve their cause alone which is 
almost always in conflict with the concepts of egalitarianism, rule of law, social justice, etc., 
leading to unsustainable levels of societal inequality. <nftn sffaSR Piters WR PlRN 

R'SRTt RSTRtfwtMR^ll.t'R Pt?R toRIwR stWSRTR « sftTt 

Ru ^'SRrt RTsrtfe riwb <ra 

But it is precisely because of its unsustainability that this trend must be reversed.=1%l >451^ 

^ sR'Tsf ^1 ^R 45R ^RR I 

And, most importantly, it is the moral obligation of politicians and parliamentarians to correct 
the current shortcomings that are forcing immeasurable sufferings on countless numbers of 
people around the world. = RR ROT Pr fi> ^SRTt RRR R ^TR'SRlt RRt PrcR 

tjWlRR ?1RJ RRiR RPSRIR R?J*IRR Rl'Splfafii't 'S Mr 5 , ’1RR Rt I 

We hope that this conference can serve as an initial building-block to doing all that. =4? RRR 
’iPbHRS sfNlRS pRR ^tw W« RR RR WtRt ^TMt ¥tP I 

8 April 2017 ( Editorial): 


Move up - <#tR 

Economic indicator - RR 5 

Notch - *rm/ 

Mask - ^NT 

Indicator of achievement - fi'SC'S-a RRf- 

Impediment - TRt/ WR 

Impressive - 



Bangladesh moves up in HDI=^^ fs wft; ^ <#tR Rf?=TfR*f 1 

We still have a long way to go=RNR i#TR RR 4*lRf WRR T# WMRR 1 




Bangladesh has moved up three notches in the Global Human Development Index 2015, ranking 
139th out of 188 countries, according to the recently published Human Development Report 
(HDR) 2016 by UNDP. t^4R fsfn RtRR ^RRR 'RjRtit lR“?t RtRR ^?tRR 

Co iW 15 CRCRR R£Rt %R sflC^ Rt°®TttM*lR >So> ^®R | 

Thanks to the progress, Bangladesh has achieved in a number of socio-economic indicators - 
such as life expectancy, health and education - the country's improvement in human 
development is nothing short of impressive. = '■flt <stRJ RRTRtR, RtsRttRR £(Wff*r® 1*WR 

R® 'Rfsf-RtRtfsR 5 'SC e Tt ^5fWR - - RtRR crcr CRC*lR •nt ’RRtR ^SRtR R® C®RR RR I 

Furthermore, we have remarkably maintained an average annual HDI growth rate of 1.64 percent 
from 1990 to 2015 - higher than all other South Asian countries - and have been categorised as a 
“medium human development” country, according to HDR 2016.= RR° ’RlRRt RRI%r®tTR io>o>o 
So'iG RtR RR% i.^8 *f®t?J*tR 4 r 15 RtlRR ^ ^ ^ CRtN 4RRft Rf RfRR <#tRtR ^IRTtRJ CR£*|R ^RRtR WCRR 

C#f i£|R° WtR -i’oi'i) ^Rtft WtRRf ”RRtR RtRR ^RRR” CRR RCRM <2t1=t^& | 

Despite our overall progress indicated by economic indicators, it must be noted that since the 
Human Development Index (HDI) is an average of basic socio-economic achievements, the HDI 
masks growing inequality in the country. = ^t«ftRl®R 1%Rf*t® RtRlijR 5 ^RR Rt^s,^ 

IrRRSI 'SIRRlt ORRfR RtRC® RtR CT CRC^J RtRR ^RRR ?J5R> CRUrR 5 Wt«f- RtRtfeR «fWRSCRtR 
CRC*lR RRRRRtR 'RRRst CR RRR RflR I 

Bangladesh's HDI for 2015 is 0.579. The closer the figure is to 1, the better its HDI. =Rt°RfOiC*lR 
$.oi£ RttRR fe R£Rt o.tfSo) | CRtR fe i ^R R4^tRlH RJR CRff ^SR fs 'Rft; I 

Bangladesh's HDI drops to 0.412 once you discount it for inequality - one of the primary 
impediments to human development. =Rt°RfWi*lR fs Wff; 4R. o.8ii. 'RtRRf <4RR4 #r rTr RfS 

'RRRfitR WRJ-(R15 RtRR %RRR RttR 2ff«flRR RtRtWR I 

9 April 2017 ( Editorial): 
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Committed - £ff®SetRR 
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Spectrum - R^Wt 
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Concern - t£wt/ f5st 

Tangentially - ^R lt fR>f®R®f£R 

Framework - R^t^tOTf 

Sought - Rt'SRt 

Cooperation - RRCRfTRst 





Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, is visiting India. = k1°'kkRC*lk sikH^iii C*N ^Ifkkt wra 
tfekikiuw i 

This is her first bilateral visit to India since 2010. = koio cklk 5 ^r ifjgt ^ktk ftknw- w i 

Being committed to a state visit to Japan, the Bangladesh prime minister was unable to attend the 
inauguration of Narendra Modi in May 2014, when the heads of government of SAARC 
countries had been invited.= koi8 ktlkk CT kick •Hwcfej Ck#k ®R#Ck kkk Rtkkja'S 5 c>T a T v sc=TT^ 

sr*ft=T Wlkl't WtkUkf ^Ck% ®4k (Tit ^R&ttk kRkkRt*lk efktkkft CkMktk kkt® ofkkk 

Ik wt-kkRk Rtik 4k# ktflk kkkkk atfei# ertkkk I 

There has been a significant and cumulative change in India-Bangladesh relations, and mutual 
perceptions, over the past few years. = 4® kkkk 5 k^Ck ®!k® kllkkRtkkk k^Mk* 'S “ktkMlkk 5 Cb®kTk 
klkT <XR5 'S TS^kfk% 9 rfkk®k I 

The tone had been set in the joint statement at the conclusion of Hasina's visit in January, 2010, 
which held out the vision of future partnership, overcoming past mutual concerns. = ^ 

^rkktl 9 !® k«l%| ^oio kflkk WkpTtlk C® krfkktk kkkl C*kR - ®lkkl^ $W*tJ 'Q ®ll®^®<Mft ®I®t® kJlk 

ktkkf wit ^ cki*lk ctM R«jl®k kkrfkik i 

The Framework for Development and Cooperation signed the following year during then-PM 
Manmohan Singh's visit, though under the shadow of the Teesta imbroglio, laid out a charter of 
cooperation encompassing a large spectrum of activities. =®^kk#k sfktkkfl kklktkk 4k »mkk 

to £ w 'Q kW%®t k#>tikt ^tk#® k«i%i, ®kk Iwt fern ^trrt kff^s 4k? kkk%ckk kki# 
k^ki kk£kfll®Tk 4k# £l's= 9 |Sl k” 9 !#® I 

The spirit of these mutually reinforcing positive approaches was maintained during PM Modi's 
visit in May, 2015, which also saw closure to the long awaited Land Boundary Agreement. =koi£ 
ktlkk CT kkkf Ck#k kkkt Cktk <Hk JU9 lfik»»k?T kkkkf® $I®<l1b<k I^FFSCktk ^W*lJ kWTk«m kkk ®Tlkt ^Ck%, 
CkSCktk ktkRR ftk" 2f®#F® #kf® jfek Wkktk'S Ckkt Ckk I 

India is not a direct party to the issue of the Rohingyas of Myanmar, who continue to flee to 
Bangladesh, which now hosts over 1,00,000 in camps. =kl°kkRl*f ikRlk® 9 !#kkl 4TR kkhM'Stkft® 

k®kkR ®R£|k Ckkt i, 00,000 4k ^kk kfklkktk 4k CklRkt Ikkkk 5 Ck4k 2f®W kk 5 tj^Skl kk l 

Despite some international assistance, the Rohingyas pose a serious economic problem for 
Bangladesh. =tkg ®TtWtl%ks k^kffk®! kff^Q Ck1%tkT ktlkkRtkk WT ktkksPk ^fktkl^k kkkTfk kkk i 

The visit may provide the occasion for an exchange of views on how the issue may be handled 
and whether India has a role in advising the friendly government of Myanmar to ensure that the 



flow of refugees is stemmed. Tfaw l^otw ^ ’Tt^TfCTt (TRW ,> lTra (Tit TTb'lTra RW 

I^Rpra ^wst « tfem Rri ^rHsrm ^ <if>pi« wi? wit wrtpj <w «rt^ «fprRRt Mtw 

WWm 9 l‘TPT*f CWm 4WS1 ¥t*RW *tt?|W I 

Tangentially, India itself is involved as some Rohingyas have sought shelter in India.= 
"^WlW^WtW,tfet 1 fesft ^t wra RkTl ^»,tTR3^ Iwg CHl%t tferm Wtsjn CRTR^ I 

10 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Many deals between two good friends =1 it Rww PW WCTW 5 % i 
What about Teesta?=fe?ft ^it^TTC^ It? 

We appreciate the warm reception given by Prime Minister Modi to Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina. =wPrat 

sfsiH'srft (Trtft wft 2 f*rmft C*M 3}f*Rl <W Ort <sp*Ts?Tf WKlt I 

She has been treated with the highest honour and respect indicating the long standing friendship 
between the two countries. =Tt; '*R; s tJ Itrra <ifc^ fsfst's wRw Rttts T*?rR « asW wKKRt 

i 

Yet despite the signing of six agreements and 16 MOUs with India, we are disappointed that 
there was nothing more than articulation of optimism on the Teesta issue. T& jfe -s ib T& 

^s?n orPrat ^wh ^ wt?RR ct 4«TRr fe wmputpj wt ^twi wra c#l Iwg 

So far from what we have gleaned from news reports it seems that the area where Bangladesh 
will benefit is the energy sector where India will be supplying at least 600 MW of electricity in 
addition to the 500 MW it has already committed to.=R°TPt srfwTRR ©c=Tl C 5 RW wPrat Rt C’f'TlT's wRw 

■5RR ^ CT =TtWR ^ Wf ^TTt * 1 % (TKRR WRW tcwbjffr' (too CT^rt'STrf5 KIWI'S 

WR’ICT 5 >i500 (PPtt'S^rf^ <MG<I I 

The revival of the Kolkata- Khulna train service is also a positive point as are the agreements of 
cooperation in the fields of IT, cyber security, science and technology and nuclear energy and 
nuclear safety. =wefj 2 pjfe (Praprft^R faiPfst, IwR « spjfe, ’IRrmRr 5 *l 1 w 'Q < ’lt3Rl#N s R^TTtRrwt 

jfet RTtn W^TWlWl-^Rt dtt 5 ! <TRU <3R?ltW'3 i£R# I 

What use Bangladesh will make from the USD 5 billion line of credit from India that includes 
USD 500 million to procure military hardware is to be seen.=wRw (?\ur- (t R1=w riftY ^TRTra 
fer ft ^ rru rw (pf^rt riw (too IrPtth rWr pm %?i tirRw ^ra@prttw ¥t# 


W<TRRl^ I 



However, the pressing issues Bangladesh faces with India seem to have lost steam in the fanfare 
of this historic visit.= Rtt?^,tfeRR 'STTC^f Rl?RtWt*R WR# iRRR'SM ^ ^f^tiRRs rrcrr wfRsstWaR #CR 
Rlfer rtr rir i 

These include Bangladesh's huge trade deficit with India and the latter's recent imposing of an 
anti-dumping duty on import of jute goods from our country — something our PM pointed out 
during her visit. RTRt^ RkRtWt*R RtcR 4R# r® rrcRr Rli^tHtR 5 RfSl% 4RI RRRif RtR2l®R5 

WtRlOTR CRR CRtR ■=# Wf® RRJ RMtR IrR# ^ - RR ftfSt RRRR RRR fef*f RCRife'MH 'STtRlOTR 

2fRHR#l | 

The other overarching issue is of course the signing of the Teesta agreement which has not 
happened, due to Paschim Banga's Chief Minister's position on the issue.= RMRR RftlRR WR 
4R® ^ I^Sl ^TRR C#f Rl*5R RC5R SfRHRfR RRRIR 4RtRt RR iR I 

Thus, while we think that the visit of our Prime Minister will add a new dimension to our 
bilateral relations we would hope that the issue of Teesta sharing will be resolved soon.= 
4WJRltR,wmt CRR® «tlR <R 2fRR5tfR RRtR flRtfRR R°RRR CRM 4R RjR RM ^S 5 ^CR WRRt ^TMl RRR 
<R IWt R"5 r iRR# RRtRtR RR I 

12 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Rice prices soar amid flash floods=' 5 rR 5 BiR 5 RRTR RIRT RR/5URR RtR RSI'S i 

Farmers suffer, big millers cash in=fRRRl ^R,1 rrr RllRRRl RR 5 ^ i5lR>t IR^tR I 

Flash floods in the greater Sylhet region have taken its toll on farmers and created a shortage of 
paddy for small to medium- sized rice mills. = T^3R ftchC 'stRsPrr rrj| — \5rsr; \|>r[ ftcRGS; 

fRRRR RR5 RR WR £®1 r RRR RtRR W®t RRHIr WRtRR RtRR iRRR WV I 

The haor areas in northern Sylhet account for nearly 10 percent of the total cultivation area of 
about 4.8 million hectares this year and the flooding has adversely affected about 140,000 
hectares.^RRR RR ^R IrmoJr CRfS RtRRlRt wfe fiftR io Rf'SR rr r§rR sftR 8.v 

CR^R <Z|R° RRItR SflR i8o,ooo CR^R 'SflR RRfWstR RRR I 

The mills usually stock up near the end of the season, which isn't happening this season due to 
unexpected floods and only the big millers are well stocked with paddy. =Rf RRR® iRRSRTt RSR r>r 
^ ^NS^Sf rn RtRR IrR ^ ^^R ^TSpsTfRxs RRIR RiRR ^IRR RRRRt4 RW IrRR RtlRRRR^ ^TtR RtRR 
RW Wl I 


What it all boils down to is a rise in retail prices of coarse rise in Dhaka by nearly 6.5 percent 
over a week and there is upward price rise of such rice in other parts of the country .= RRTRJ? CR 5 Rt 



CTh S.G'lt ^ 7 T'$lc^ ' 5 H S 4J “GT^I?! 2ft?! 'is.C i CTlth '5Rc<M ^=1) i*R° OiC*tl 'BHJt'tJ 

^■*t5jS5 ^C*0?I ^5 I 

Although farmers in the north have sustained losses, by Department of Agriculture Extension 
(DAE) estimates, the loss of paddy is miniscule in terms of total paddy productions^ ’T 5 £PTW 

f*r^m *rht Rc>ic<i *dt?^ ^ *1^®! 

i 

Then why are we seeing such a sharp increase in price? = Brad'S whrat i£F5 ^5 jm 

c^t? 

The shortage may be the outcome of hoarding and price manipulation since only a fraction of 
mills has enough paddy stock to be turned into rice. =4? w®t fell Tfra ^rsp? ^Nt 'S 
^#=PTtfet WT i£R5^t fera ^5 ^’TtWt't WU sfj?! I 

Whatever may be the case, it is imperative that the government take steps to stabilise the price of 
this essential commodity. ^otTfra ^rt afcslw^t ’TC'tra ^TJ 1^3 

>W<HC« Wjpf ’PiW’f sf^ef | 

If there is indeed any hoarding going on, authorities must act swiftly against these parties. = 

I 

There may be need to reduce the import duty on rice in the short term to compensate for any 
crunch in supply. cwht ^# , pc e f 1%g wm wu ^ sIMsh i 

Finally, farmers' losses need to be made bearable through soft loans so that they can tide over the 
current situation and be ready for next season's sowing. = 1? lfe*CT,yyg ^ra (TP 

^Tt ^rtr® ^ ^hrt wsm?t?r Tfra ’iwtf c<tm 

Tfra i 

13 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Bangladesh unattractive for tourists= C5lr*t Tf°=TlW*t «ilW c fft 7 t I 

Potential of tourism sector wasted= ’Wiht ^ffel i 


In the recently released 2017 Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report by the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) Bangladesh ranked 125th out of 136 countries and was “the least 
attractive destination in South Asia for foreign tourists„.=l^ (fi^- ^rafe £FF[T*ib 



Ol^ C5tC^t lfa*1 ^t*tnH ^MGbG*! Wt^%H ^Rt 


Bangladesh's overall score was 2.9 out of 7, the same as in the previous report, and the country 
ranked 127th out of 141 countries in 2015. =WR^ ^ C^m % H ^ ^*!T ,*H ft'Ts 

s|fic<mCH< ^R®t, ft*Ro ^ f <OT*t<t ^RRtJ W | 

These numbers do not look good for the tourism industry. = ’Kr&sf f*izw^ ®Rtl ^ w<t®rt ^ | 

The two main reasons behind the disappointing ranking were political instability and security - 
the latter becoming a major concern after the deadliest terrorist attack in Gulshan last year. =^11^ 
i£$ ^sR*n^FR5 tsr^R fiRtRt ^Tf <rt®RR#^ 'Q 1?RfTsf - 4<J ^ sf*fRT ^Ti *Rs 

<r^t 7jt'Q?rt 's^rR?^ srmrit wfw ^i^rt i 

There is no one solution to jump-starts the tourism sector in Bangladesh because the reasons 
behind the wasted potential of this sector are varied and complex. =^t°=TR?iC*ta ’fraln 

lit® c^Rt TJTsrts^ <m ^rm rirrrh ^ ^R^ ^rtrrr iitft Iwswf ^ 

®t1lN | 

There is a lack of basic infrastructure - decent accommodation and recreational facilities, reliable 
public transport and well-equipped hospitals - and community support. = sfNl^ 5 wwitn^n, 

<?TRm t- fb^sRwfrrt ^R*tf,Pi'»'5i«hlT -=#^4 wgt, Tjprfe® ^HTRsM 'Q i 

It is also quite unfortunate that there is little to no effort to preserve our cultural heritage 
sites T|:*I®R<R w WRlM ^TtiT (RRRt CTt l 

Furthermore, there are no long-term plans to support the tourism sector which accounts for 
around two percent of our GDP.=i 4 ^t®t,fsff®f^ c® ^rtn spiRl^tft ^ 

■ftR CTTTf^t C^Rt (Rt^ i 

For developing countries like Bangladesh, the tourism sector could prove to be a gold mine for 
economic development. =^°=TRRtl*fa ^trt%t CRt“f3 Tsieft'iRxt 5 ’WrRt ^Rs TR^ (RTRka 

i 

If we are to let it flourish, the right policies must be set in place, and the only way to do that is to 
understand the value of tourism and develop the infrastructure and other basic needs. = ^ wrai 
’Rtrfcf ^RP®^ gRRtq ’5RR,'5fR dRSRtaj ^Tt ’RfStRR RRU RpHI ^tsrjRJ 

ctH^R 5 TSR^RRTtT® I 



14 April 2017 ( Editorial): 


Preparations for the Bengali New Year festivities are in full swing. 

- wv rrph i 

The shops are abuzz with patrons looking for red and white attire, the restaurants and eateries are 
preparing special menus befitting for the occasion and the cultural activists are busy putting in 
long hours to organise the Mongol Shobha Jatra. 

- <Rt4RR5R. RM-RtRt CTt^ ^ RlRfCsra <Rt4R'$CRt 

WW 44^, ^Rt?fl%4 <jsijf4 WI 4R w C*n«NtWt 'olltMiStW I 

When such preparations are in full gear, a pall of gloom is palpable. 

- Tpsft 4<Pt 2(^j% I^T ^Tt I 

No, it is not the threat of any impending terrorist plot to disrupt the celebration; it's the news that 
the government has relented to the demand of religious groups to acknowledge the highest 
academic degree of unregulated Qawmi madrassa as equivalent to a Masters degree offered by 
universities. 

- Rt, 4K4 447® I# Rft# RR; R4# Rt4 £|^#s 44® 

RP&tR feU RRfRT %t£R ^'sft RtRtRtR 44tl75l^4 fel}tC4 *lffa C«ftfk Rfft<t 2fl% ’SR 

MoWt I 

People were shocked to learn that removal of a recently unveiled sculpture of a Greek Goddess, a 
universally accepted symbol of justice, from the Supreme Court premises, was also under active 
consideration. 

- Tfl'PJ 4® OSRR ^3Rt4 CT ^TtR iRFttRR 44® RtRSt^M'sftR #f® ffRS 44® 

RRSfs C4le3R i^NtRlR RCR! C44 '5fR 3 Tt4; e N R*J?I® RG<H>*lt*flR I 

For a nation that takes immense pride in its secular identity, this development comes as a rude 
awakening. 

- <#5?f 44® wtfej wr 'st’fcR 4t 44® wf*f§ HrKr ^ i 

People, other than those in the religious right, feel betrayed that the much celebrated ’spirit of 
war of liberation' has been blatantly compromised. 

- R?fR RING'S RRTlRJ RtfR 4G-SM 4^ C'®W CT 4f® Gb'O'tf D*t'»lc<l RURtR 44 

$,G4G% I 

At a time when a single stream in education has been universally acknowledged to be the 
pathway to progress, development and modernity, the decision to recognise Dawra as equivalent 
to the Master's degree is baffling and disturbing. 

- 44® »HGM 4*|R t*W?I 44® 444 2RR 'SfSptfs, 5 s|M*H 'Q '5ft^R<P'sR 4N $,G4G%, 

4f®G4tW feflj RRfRT Rc>IC<l 'RfsR, <4 (RRtR R«|fal4< 441 I 

So far, despite repeated prodding and initiatives of the government, the Qawmi madrassa 
authorities have steadfastly refused to register those institutions and bring them under any 
regulatory framework. 

- 4 *14%, 44 44 'Q R44tt44 Ref'S, 4'S'it RlRtRt 4%44 'a|RbjS|vo'»ttR (RR4 elfo&IOR lR44iR 447® 'S 

4ftR44 C4ftRt 1%34 4%R 4t47® afwNTR I 



In October 2013, as the final touches on a draft law for outlining the curriculum, evaluation 
system, setting up of six tiers and forming of the Bangladesh Qawmi Madras sa Education 
Authority was underway, the government was threatened with a “civil war” if it tried to “control” 
Qawmi madrassa. 

- 2013 ^ af'fJR, TfffiSR ^ 'S l*w 

wv fcfe w%*i wtm %, ^'sft ’’fend” c^tt 

feitf i 

Instead of confronting the challenge of such groups, the government retreated and the ministry 
refrained from placing the draft before the Cabinet. 

- (frar 9 ! wra Nfe® CTfefet ’ffec'5, ^ '5r^ c tt s T?t ^1*113*1 ova ^t^st 

sihtf i 

Later, the government appointed a commission headed by Hefajat-e-Islam chief Shah Ahmed 
Shafi to come up with ways to recognise the certificates. 

- 'iwifos, Wl^ ^0 Wife WT^t *fet 

wfel*t <Ka I 

It is in line with the proposal of the Shafi Commission that the Awami League government has 
announced to give recognition to the certificates. 

- ^ ^ ct ^fe wt's?rtfl#^ fbj# ormt c*rmt i 

While the state's effort to introduce liberal and science courses in other stream of madrassa 
education (Alia) has made some headway, the vested group has retained an ironfisted control 
over the course curricula of Qawmi madrassa and has resolutely opposed what they view as 
“interference” in their affairs. 

- ^ ■sttsbrt fem W? 1 T fet?T (Wtfet) 'Q feffa ‘TtGt?! sftsfe WSHl% ^ SH 

'srtBfem *n Wtvw ^wt?r c?rc^ ^ w‘i 3 =i'»t^ totfwl ^1 fet 

It is understood that Qawmi madrassa do not have courses on science, social science, 
mathematics and literature and only a handful of these institutions have courses in Bangla and 
English, and that too up to grade eight level. 

- i£f&t C<nwt fe CT W'sfl ■srtwtfe fe^T, TRtfew ?fe *3 'Q*I?I CWtW (*tt ^ «^5Tt3J ^ 

<?ITW Wf°=Tt 'Q %C,'Sle?W> cwfcfe ^rt ^ ‘=’ 1 * 1 % I 

It's worthwhile to mention that the Qawmi madrasa leadership has remained steadfast in its 
position that those institutions are only meant for Islamic education and thus finds incorporation 
of other subjects as “unnecessary” and “unacceptable”. 

- ixj5| 2 |CMl®t*H CT W'S'fl ' 5 tt5Tfe 01^ ^fe CT (fe 

wu i£T5tt^ fenre ”w 2 n?nw%i” ’’wsfwdfetj” ^ wra i 

The helplessness of the authorities in reining in this situation is palpable. News reports inform 
that at a meeting on March 28, the ministry decided to “gradually start recognising Qawmi 
madrassa certificates from the elementary level”. 

- 4 ? wife fet w<rgfe wu srfefe ^ i effect ct 28 

sfi«fes ’p# c«iw ^fr fetfe wi fel® 1 



But it was the pressure exerted by the Chittagong based Hefajat-e-Islam that led the government 
to recognise Dawra certificate first “to help students get the job”. 

- c’tre ww” r^r* sprs 

Dawra Rt#1%tR^tR5 rur rirj R5tR%r i 

Interestingly, according to the proposal, a committee of representatives of six madrassa boards 
will issue the certificate. 

- RwtR RTtRtR ^ 5 , «BstR ^Rt# , ^r Rt¥tRt CRtw erffiRf^RR 4Rf R-f i 

The Qawmi leaders not only turned down the government proposal to authorise the Islamic 
University or the Islamic Arabic University to issue the certificates, they also rejected the 
government move to include one of its (government) representatives in the degree issuing 
committee. 

- R5'3ft CR^f-R RRTt^ ^RRlft iRtfRRTtRR Rl tRRtft ^IrIr iRtfRRTtRRtR 5 ^STlRR fes 

R<J<MtRR SRStRt CRRIr, ^tRt ^tR (RRRRtRR) 4R*SfR etffRfR RRTD® >|<)<Hc<t<1 

RRt^RtRS'S «T«THltR R^tRC^ | 

The government appears to have given in to the pressure. The education minister has confirmed 
that his ministry will soon issue a circular to give effect to the prime ministerial announcement 
and also “a law would be made, if required”. 

- ^ttRR R^ R^s RtR RtR I Pws# WtlRtRt^R CT ^®tR R^RlRR <4RHRjlR CRmt RRR%R 

«« ^r# Ir^s ^ ’’eh^rfwt^T 4R# wflyt's rsri ^cr” i 

It is noteworthy that the Sheikh Hasina government has finally completed the task that was left 
unfinished by the government of Khaleda Zia. Three months before leaving office on August 21, 
2006 Begum Zia announced her government would recognise Dawra certificates. Due to time 
constraints, the decision could not be implemented during her tenure. 

- *P¥%r RTtTtR ^5 RUrrI femt wB r^r* ct RTs? 'wrt'S % c*iR #)RtR wB ^Rt*ltR rrbr^ i 

2006 rItrr 21 ^stR -srm ^rttR, crrr %rf crirri RstRfe^R ct ffR wB Dawra c<t> 

#ff% CRtR I RRR ^IviH^vom W, WtR WlRtR iRRtfS# RJRt RtRlR I 

The Qawmi madrasa certificate saga confirms that despite all the hullaballoo of differences, there 
is a remarkable degree of consistency among Bangladeshi political elite to compromise the spirit 
of the Liberation War. It's time the true upholders of the spirit of liberation expose this pretense. 
Naboborsho provides the perfect opportunity for doing so. 

- RS'sft RffflRt Rtf' fe# ffRs R^sttRtRRR RR ^RlR Rtf <3, ffefC^R CF®Rt WltRlR RRTtR Rt°=TltRf*t 

RfSftR^R5 OHCRR RtRJ 4R# WRtRlRR RMR f¥\ RtRt^ I 4RR^ TtftR^tR CF®RlR RRR%UtR 's'StlRR 

ftR CR^Rt I RRRR" <7# RRTtR ftRM <4tR CRR I 

16 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

NABABARSHA: Celebration in restriction=RRRR'' :R[*#W.RR RRT RtR ^RRlRR 1 

People of all ages, irrespective of cast and creed and religious beliefs, celebrated the Bangla New 
Year 1424 across the country on Friday but for Dhaka dwellers the festivities were somewhat 



dampened amidst strict security measures. -S^FRR RlRfCR*lR7^t Rsf-RR' F ttrIrRr R<f G£i?lR R[RR RtSRt 
RRRR" i8^8 ^RRtRR RRR W% R^tR fRRfRst RTR^tR RlRCR TRRtRl#?T WRJ WiRR' ^RR ^ % ^CRRth flRR 


Security excesses was a big downside that marred the day's joyous mood to a large extent with 
people not being able to celebrate the day to their heart's content. =wf%fR& FRlRal RTRtrf TWR <4R 
RRtRR R 55 Wt Rt ^RR^RR lRR®R '5TCR Tjg rs^j 1rz?#R RtR WT C#fR«fR R^Rt; RtRR RS RER iRRlh 

^RtRR RRER RtERlR I 

Security checks by the law enforcement agencies on Dhaka University campus and Ramna 
Batamul — two prime locations in the capital where large cultural programmes are held for 
welcoming the New Year — shrunk people's festive mood and enthusiasm, visitors alleged. =^RU® 
'RlRt Rlfert Wi^ERtR RERR <R,RRRR" CR RRR RER ERRtR ^ERE*lT RW RRERR Rtq#R ^s^&tR WlERiWRR# ijf RRtR 
^|R TRRt iR^lRRTtRR RW 'Q RRRt R^JCR WllRRERtRRt# R^ 1 ®^ IrIrSIrIB ESR RPJERR ^RERR WlERS! ^nfRRt 
tftER ^CRRfvJ*! rIrLR I 

Many carrying umbrellas, water bottles and bags and purses were barred from entering the two 
places, they alleged.=^lRt wfsERtR RRRR ER, ERfRR, RRR,RlR t'RftlR RRRRtft WERR CR? 4? T? 

ITlER 2fER*i RRCR ERRt RR iR I 

When people learnt about the security hassles at the two places in the morning from people 
already there, many felt discouraged to go there, The Daily Star correspondent learnt. =RTt 05?jR 
RffR S|f%fRft WtRtR,^? XtR'$ERtE i S WR^tR RRt 1 r% Rl-JERR RtE?, RRR iRRfRst RIR^lR RTfWRt R*MER" RtRRWR 
WtRE^s RlRR ^®RR WERER?; CRRfCR ERE^ 2fRf*f RRRR I 

“People’s enthusiasm and their festive mood centring the Pahela Baishakh had been spoiled 
much due to excessive restrictions of law enforcement agencies,” said Shyamoli Rahman, of 
Azimpur, at Nilkhet on Friday. =RW5J"RCRR '*lTtR#' RRRlR 'SRRlR %TE 5 RER RERR ER,wf?R<?ERlR!RTft Rt1?^R 
RtRflRIRR ^R RlRER RE^Rt £r*TM ER 1RER ER ^RK ^tMrT IIr CRSl R§ R5R IRcrI^R I 

20 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100: A mega plan in the making 

Bangladesh is now well on its way to fulfil its ambitions to become a high middle-income 
country. =Rl°RTER*i R-ftR R§RWRt ^oo:Rt?RtERR IrR^ERR 4R ^ RIrRIRT Rt ER*fER ^5 RRTR-WtERR ERE*f 
RfRTs RRtR RRR ’fRERR 1RER ^M'bIER? <4l?tER KRE^ I 

The economic growth rates and poverty reduction have been achieved in spite of extreme 
adverse climate variability, with frequent storm and tidal surges, floods and droughts. =WR 2 ffeR^l 
WRRtl RiRRRR%n®l, RR RR RKS ^RRR,WERt^ftR, RRTt RiSt RE^pS 
^RtRlRR 2f=jfc RfR 'Q RtlRRT tjIrrR ^ERE^ I 




The low-lying coastal zone of Bangladesh is however highly vulnerable, both to the normal 
tidally enhanced monsoon floods.3 and to regular impact from tropical cyclones.= 

^l^,^Tt*(t^ e l c$rt?w OTbjft wfa 'Q 

c^f i 

Fifty-eight tropical cyclones affected Bangladesh during the period, 1960-2010. In addition, salt- 
water intrusion affects drinking water quality and limits food production in the coastal 
zone.=io>^o-^oio ' 5 R; s tT ^t?®TtOT“l 

Wife Wfa ^ l^^55t'3, , WU ’fife ' 3 TTC^f WTf® ’ffe Wl ’Win Ttfe 

©nTs ^ ^ ^ w<m «rmj ^ ^ i 

Floods intensify the contamination of drinking water, causing outbreaks of contagious diseases. 
These serious problems are likely to become worse due to climate change, land subsidence and 
population growth. =Wfn Wl ’ftR fefe W afnjfe cn?i n^; 

’fes'kfft WSJWTW 'Q felfe WfWT C«|^5 efqjSwJ 

Climate change is expected to result in sea level rise, salinity intrusion and more frequent 
droughts and floods. = wnfe *fewfe W fewf ^ ’ft?T,Wtlwm wfeM kR WH %t-Wt 

^ WT s ft^ e ft WW ^ I 

Climate change is thus threatening the significant achievements made by Bangladesh in raising 
incomes and reducing poverty in the last two decades. =1 j^ TT'fW ’fefe WsRfe witt 

'Q nfel Tjlfel'f wife wfe 'STWftW fefe cfef | 

If nothing is done, by 2050, climate change impact could make an additional 15 per cent of the 
country extremely vulnerable to floods and effect more than 35 million people in the coastal 
districts. =^o(to wtiw WfT Ife W?rt wnfe ’fewfe af«U (Wfi WttW WfeW W«l®n cw 

wls ^ r $jw cst^rt®^ u(t fefera crop's cfe -siHfe wmtw ^Hn<r i 

22 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Unbridled BCL men=tfe i ^/^nT 5: rfe nkWttnW CTwTwffW i 

When will they be reined in?= WbtW (fet *rat 

The Chittagong University authorities were forced to postpone a graduation test for journalism 
students on Thursday when activists of the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) refused to allow 
examinees to enter the exam hall.=Tl°=TlW*l wffnt ’ifWff Gt 3 CW ’ifMn ^ afcnW WW Wf wra 

fe nw kisfm fefeiFr?! fefe wtfefewt wtww fetM fetfffe ’fen few www 

ww^r i 



And this because the university authorities did not allow one of their men to sit for the exam.=^TtR 
4R RRR RMt votTO WITCR -=#^tn RRR® Rt CRRt I 


The activist in question was barred from taking the exam for assaulting another BCL leader with 
a deadly weapon. =2f?fpftwtW ^ R^ff RIrrR CRRt CRIR 5 1 rIr*r WRT ^R^WR IrIr^R RsffR ^RR fifl'Wot 
WW %R ^[RR RRtR RfertlR i 

Is this type of behaviour acceptable on a university campus, or anywhere else, for that 
matter ?=4RRR 4R^t Rrkm wrj 4R5# I^rri^r aim Rt rri cowl's 1% 4? *RTC<tR rRrR afsiRTt RRt rR? 

Following such behaviour, did the authorities not have full right to bar the BCL man from sitting 
for the exam?=4RRR wRriRr c®R rcr IrIr^R R^ffa RffaRR ®r?Rsm Rtl^R RRtR <fT RR®1 1% R^RCTR RR® 

(Rt? 

Yet, BCL men have made it a routine to cause such disruptions on university campuses and in 

other places, causing all sorts of problems for students and the public in general. 

r#ri arm 'Q mTRj wrrr ^rrr wIrrr cr r^rr r§<t® rr ^r wr 

RR RRRTf C®R "R t*W^f CRR CR 5 'S RtRtRR RRRR CRR CR 5 I 

And there has been little remorse or shame, and no punitive action at all, for the lawlessness of 
some of these cadres. = wtR ®R rrt rRHj'or Rt R^tlRR ^RR CRt ^R° mlWR 5 ®! ’jftRRft 

RRfSlRTRR iRRRRI CRt CRtR RRRFR SfcR I 

There are numerous other similar examples in regards to BCL men disturbing or manipulating 
university activities, government tenders, etc.=lR^fRRlMRR WRRR TRR Rtf!tRt,RRR>tlR cSwtR fei RlttRRt 
RtRftRf R3. tRtRRt WttR WOT IrRR^ I 

It would not be wrong to suggest that things have gotten to this point because of the impunity 
that has been afforded to BCL men over the years. =4? RR#f 4R1tR cRr wra ^CRRt ct CWUS 
Rt ®R RRR RJRt RtR^feR ^fRRf Rt R® RRRR 5 R^CR 
RtlRttRR RfftRRCR tRR WtRt I 

We are pleased to hear that on this instance the Chhatra League central executive committee has 
reportedly suspended two of the activists involved for "breaching discipline of the organisation". 
=®TtRRt 'SCR tR CR R^RR alRxlR^RiR Tj^SR RsffCRS RltkRR 1?RR ®GSR RtR R%tR 

^tR%RR CR#R iRRfft Rsfrlt | 

But is that enough for an act that is a cognizable offence? = Iri Rblc.'srs CRfRT R? mlRtRR RRR Rff^ 1% 



We hope that the errant party cadres will be exemplarily punished to send a message that no one, 
regardless of political affiliation, is above the law. =^rt^rat wKl ?rrft 

*rti% fet ^tt?r ^ ^ ct wra ^rtt t 

1 

25 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

1. Romel's death= 1 

2. Confusion be cleared=felf® ^ 1 

3. The circumstances of the death of Romel Chakma of Nanyarchar remains shrouded in 

confusion K?ra citw 5t<wm feti% 1 

4. The young man died on April 20, allegedly, while in custody of the army, who had picked him 

up from Nanyarchar Bazaar on April 5 this year.= 45 <r§ 73 <] (t ^l1Sj®T <riwra 

(Nt^s W 40 <?Rt<rt1t% srm wgtn ct ^rtn 1 

5. The matter has been confounded by different versions of the Army and the Police. = C^HNlU^t 'S 

, 3pp , f ^ qfflsNt ortmt C5^t ^1 Pieties 1 

6. The Army account that he was handed over to the police has been contested by the latter who 

denies that it had ever taken custody of Romel. =t 5 HNl1t^t Wf CT C^ 5 s.'asN-a 

cs *t1®rBt ^ CT <TtF#T I 

7. The fact is that a visually impaired youth has died under unexplained situation and one has not 

come by a sound explanation of the cause and circumstances of his death, the matter mystified 
even more by the fact that he was cremated, reportedly, without the family being informed about 
it.= cv wr ^ft ^i?r 

's «rfo?iT ~*m ct 1 f «rfc?rt c#f ^ wtfet 

^ I 

29 April 2017 ( Front Page): 

Waiting for help^TRTrra wWS 1 

Thousands of haor people yet to get any relief, distribution may start in full swing on 
Sunday=^fQOT ^f% c^\ ait*l ^ ^ <#^11 

1 

Tens of thousands of haor people are still waiting for food and other relief items to reach them.= 
arsR ’sfPtJ 'Q ^RIH7 srN WWn l 



The early flash flood first hit the country's north-eastern region late last month and continued to 
inundate more and more areas till last week, destroying almost all of the region's Boro crop.= T® 
Ttw ^rf'STrt wlrPw wf efTw ^ ®rtrr® Tfw 4<ri T® eftr 

TT CTfCTt TfT TT SftlT® ^ TRTt I 

In response, the government last week announced a relief programme for 100 days in the 
affected areas.= efl^fert WT,T® TSSKT iff® ioo fer zsrt«T CTmt TfT Wl^ i 

According to the Relief and Rehabilitation Department of Sunamganj, the Vulnerable Group 
Feeding (VGF) programme will cover 1,50,000 families in the district. = 7 FiTW.s<i 3JH -s ’fTTfR 

IrsfCTiT ®TFTC®, OSjsTfa itfoooo 15 T&TT CT W^jffT ®Tf3®T?[ ®TtRt TW I 

Each household is to get 30kgs of rice and Tk 500 per month. =£ffe TflT ®o 5t®f 'S (too 

<j5c-si CWt TW i 

However, the district administration is yet to finalise the list of the families, let alone start 
distributing the relief among all the affected people. T%TtT,iff® Tf?iTtT'St i =TK® art®! It®^ ® ^ra 
m (w Tf 2f*rFR *tr% wifmi: pi® ttc® i 

“They [authorities] are taking too long to start the distribution even as the flood victims are 
waiting for government support,” said Bindu Talukdar, member secretary of Haor Bachao 
Sunamganj Bachao Andolon, a platform that campaigns for the rights of the haor 
people. =Tf3TTt#3 wfwm TtTR ” ^fe?r Tint's Ttsfs ”®riotMoR wi ®t^<!RlT 

ttfh - wt t’F® TTpra srf°f ^w=f 

W'u®^ 1 

Also, the amount of relief sanctioned is inadequate.= ^wnst, ^wrfr® srfd TTtrHfHr TfetR'S TTTPS 1 

According to the district administration data, there are 2,77,188 farmers in Sunamganj. The 
Department of Agriculture Extension puts the number even higher — at 3,31,316.=7[*TFR® CSRTf 
2f*TFRRT ®stf TC® Tfosjjt ^SR I ^ ^PSPTW ®(ftw®ITT ®stf TI® 4 ?R«|Jt 'S,'0i,'0^ 

SjW^'8 C^f“f I 

This means the government programme will cover nearly half or less than half of the affected 
families. =4T ®fsf vrbslrt ^ W*lft ®RfT!T5<I Tf^fTtlt Tf WCTCTM TT iff® Tl?RlT CT TTtWf %® 

TtTT I 

Sunamganj has been the worst-hit, other affected districts being Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Habiganj, 
Netrakona, Kishoreganj and B rah m a n b a r i a . =wniR ifps cw rtrS, CTt^UrfwtT, 

'Q TRRTtferT ^RtT c#f I 



In Sunamganj, all of the 266 haors submerged. Government estimate shows the district lost 6 
lakh tonnes of Boro output. = 7 ptRRt:8?R ^ # ^fscRR sftR ^P'sMt wi Fife's i RRRRlR ItRlR at 
witi c®t=rm ^F¥ tR crirri wi r§ ^r i 

“We demand that the government distribute relief among all the affected farmers. Also, the 
government should consider giving at least 50kgs of rice and Tk 1,000 per month,” said Bindu.= 
iRp ^t^rtR fit rr fwra rirt art®! Irwt rrfrs la^ttst g# rkr rIrrir ^ rsrrw 

(to (3# 'S iooo t|RR gpfkT R^RtR lint's RRRRtRR FCRMt R^tR CRRt I 

District Relief Officer Mahbubur Rahman said the list of the families was almost complete and 
people in some areas were already getting the relief. = CSfRt art®! WWt RTRRRR RRRR RlRRtR'S'CRtR 
’TPrf a^1%g rIrrir ttf®FRRJ arf®f c*k$'Q i 

However, the relief distribution will begin in full swing on Sunday when Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is expected to visit the area and launch the relief distribution, he added.= fefb WftRt 
RtRRAtRHRjlR ait RfwtR 's art®! Ir^rR rsrp^r ttRtRPR rrt fe ^rtRtft rIrrir cRirs ’plwi art®! Irwt 
$,g<i i 

He also downplayed the concern over a fair distributions^ KR^T. c ra ^sW.RR W-s feti ^grgs'R I 

On Wednesday, local lawmaker Peer Fazlur Rahman Misbah and reserved seat MP 
Shamsunnahar Begum told reporters that many families were left out of the list.=RRRIR ^T%I 
wii r^s^r Irrrt?. 'Q Rpfr® ^tprrr rirr RTpir crrr crr rirr cr 

CR*t ait ^tfRR 5 ! CRIR 5 RTR CPTTt $,GRG% I 

30 April 2017 ( Editorial): 

Bangladeshis trapped in Libya= MRR7R wfSiR 5 rirrrrPIri i 

Government must work towards repatriation=^lWR gfwRPTP RRRRR (R 5 WR*llt 9 IW 9 I £|^®f R>Rr® ^cr I 


The fate of Bangladeshi migrant workers, taken to Libya on false promises, is one of gross 
human rights violations. = ^ItRTR Frr Rl?raH ajl^mRR (R 5 iRRJt WWlCR WtRlR cBtRt Ircr 

Rt 'SR*5R RtRRtfRRRR R^'STRTtR RIRT 'RRj'fiR a|R5f | 

A report published in this paper yesterday revealed the dire conditions - which include forced 
labour and inhumane torture - that thousands of Bangladeshis are being subjected to.= RwlR ait 
RfspFtR 2fR#f® a|R# gjfcxRip ^sTCRR C*IT5%I iRRR# RtR% CR'STRTtR RIRT % RlRTat^W 

a|R,«l>lHlRR> W®3T5lR Rt ^IWtR ^fSftR RtlRtlRpff atlRR* RRD® RtRT WZ I 



Take the case of Mohammad Ilias, who was taken to Libya with the promise of work in Sudan. 
He was confined to a room in Tripoli with many other Bangladeshis. = sRbiIg>i<i I<i*uiii>3 

^rl^n ^rm, c=r?n cwm I ct c ^ 

■sr:^ wtw % i 

All this, to extort money from these unfortunate workers, who are ready to go to foreign lands in 
search of a better livelihoods Wt 'spr ^C=Tf, ^t 3 ^ : ^®'sb'Tt ailwovs C«t^ C®fT© 

«rtrm ^ <?rai ^ #wrt , ’R?ra ofe ftw*! <?H7® m\ \ 

Bias's family was able to salvage the lakhs of taka that was demanded. At least he was able to 
come back to Bangladesh, although heavily indebted. = ’ffc'Frl Fffa <Rtf Tr?[ «« 

i'sp ’Tt^rt ct wsfp m ^T's ct ^t?=Ttwc*t fer wFnr® i 

The fate of others still trapped is uncertain. According to the labour counsellor of the Bangladesh 
embassy in Tripoli, an estimated 20,000 Bangladeshis are still in Libya, either waiting to return 
home or cross the Mediterranean to reach Italy. = wfi^t r <U 5 ®tR?[ 'omjMjc.H'S 'SPtJ wpf*5® i W'fwi 
os apt H 3 ^ ^si^rtft 3,0000 w\ Tf?rrD#f 

wbrc^® Tt ^ praprht<t *rt§ fei c^® i 

From the deception used by brokers in Bangladesh to traffic these individuals, to the torture and 
extortion, every aspect of this gruesome trade is criminal. Ora <MG'® 

TiFTH 0 ^ ^Ttfsf® efsWT, ^®T TO ^ W®TT5t<T, ^ ^ WIT 
1 

What is needed is concerted effort to arrest and prosecute the Bangladeshi and Libyan trafficking 
nexus that lure the workers with false promises - only by cutting off the base can further 
deception be stopped.^ ^®t ^Tt ftsljt Tf®t 'S wim 

«Mfy® TfFtwtft cnte 

csf^m ^ witro wt's^tn wbrm w ^1^'® stistt - cw *rrc<t 2f®mm 

^ <MG'® 1 

Our government must take strong measures, working with the embassy in Libya and other 
international organisations, to repatriate those still trapped abroad. = T®[<TF[ ^ wtttr 

WtWtf^F ’®C5Tt?r 3 T^tWf fe 1WTC*i ^ ^ asTf^Rs qp ^ <35 efwtTFR ^T 3 TWf^ 

CSrt^Tt fc® ^ I 

Strengthening the state institutions which are supposed to uphold our migrant workers' rights is 
crucial.=^Tt# ^ *rtffa W®T® wft 1 



THE END 
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